
The Lowther School Family
A two-form entry primary school

2010

2014

2015 and beyond…



We’re good at 
evolving



Examples of Changes
Lowther embraces change

2010/11 2014/15

Number of pupils 212 399

Number of Staff 40 59

Our school site Main building 
+FS

Main building 
+FS+ New build



Some of Our values and beliefs

• An education that’s fun and exciting
• Enjoying working together
• Teamwork
• Being  sociable 
• Loving learning
• Getting to know each other well
• Welcoming change



Is mixing the classes a new thing at 
lowther?



Plans for 2015-16

• The two classes in each year group will be mixed
• Your child will be joining a year group and a new 

class group
• Lots of opportunities for shared learning in their 

year group
• Children will join a new ‘base’ class each year 

and have a ‘base’ class teacher
• Base classes will be announced in the summer 

term each year (this year on Wednesday 17/6)

• Teachers will organise the school day so that 
your child maximises their learning opportunities

• Playtimes and lunchtimes will stay the same and 
be timetabled per phase.

(remember when your child was in Reception…)



How did we decide to do this?

• It’s been a natural evolvement over time
• We wanted to take on the best practice of the Foundation Stage
• The opportunity didn’t exist when we were a 1 form entry school
• It’s part of our strategic plan to develop the best systems to support learning for all 

children
• We have trialled a number of different ways of working including setting, mixed sexes, 

different subject groupings, shared performances and more.
• It’s designed to promote greater social and academic learning opportunities for children
• It’s a flexible model which gives teachers greater freedoms.
• Our school is evolving and changing naturally and we need to adapt to meet the needs of 

all our pupils
• We’ve looked at other models that exist in different schools
• Our changing dynamics in our classes. They change over time.
• Senior leaders, governors and teachers have worked together closely to develop the model
• It matches our school ethos around children developing a broad and rounded education.



Why will it be good for your child?

Different 
teachers

More friends
Chances to LEARN 

with different 
people

Chances to PLAY 
with different 

people

Benefits of learning 
about change in a 
safe environment

Each year will be 
different

It will be easier 
when they move to 
secondary school

Change is exciting 
and a good thing

Develops social 
skills



What about if your child is worried?

Encourage 
them to talk 

to you

Remember we will 
be supporting 

children maintaining 
existing friendships 

(+ get new ones)

Try not to be, we’ve 
organised it in a way 

that is in the best 
interests of the 

children

Get them to 
talk to their 

friends

Ask the 
teachers or me 
any questions

Reassure them 
that they do 

lots of it 
already.



What next?

September 2015 – We’re officially a two–form entry school.
• We’ve communicated the plans to parents and children 

now and are happy to answer any questions that arise
• Children are being  given opportunities to talk to their 

teacher about how they feel
• We’ve set up a number of opportunities for the children to 

spend some time with their new class this half term (22/6, 
30/6, 8/7, 13/7 – shuffle up) 

• The class lists will be issued tomorrow along with the base 
class teachers

• Much of the good practice that  currently exists in the 
school will continue



Any questions….



The Lowther School Family
A two-form entry primary school

The start of a new and exciting journey


